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"What I love about jazz and 

improvisation is the freedom it gifts 

you. It allows you to be yourself." - 

Kyle Shepherd.

Kyle Shepherd has been selected for 

21 ICONS South Africa Season 3 for 

his ability to transcend cultural 

barriers by using music as an art form 

to communicate commonalities and 

differences across diverse nations. 

He has used his aptitude for music as 

a thread to embrace and harness 

creativity in society. 

He 
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attributes the connection between 

people and music to the idea that 

everyone plays an equal part in the 

formulation of jazz - the composer, 

the player/s and the audience - all 

contribute to making the music what it 

is.

Shepherd was raised in Belhar in the 

Western Cape and attended Settlers 

High School. It was here where he 

was introduced to his first academic 

mentor, Mr Smuts, who he still 

admires today for giving him the 

creative freedom to explore his 

musicianship while laying down the 

solid foundations needed to develop 

his intellectual and technical 

musicality. 

When he matriculated, Shepherd 

enrolled at The University of Cape 

Town to study jazz. During his second 

year he decided that if he was going 

to make something of himself as a 

South African jazz artist that he would 

have to focus his energy and dedicate 

his time to honing his craft as a 

musician.

At the young age of 20, he released 

his debut album 'FineART' which 

earned him two SAMA nominations - 

one for Best Traditional Jazz Album 

and the other in the Best Newcomer 

category. Since his debut in 2007, he 

has released four albums and 

received numerous awards and 

nominations for his music. 

In 2014, he was awarded the 

Standard Bank Young Artist Award ? 

an acknowledgment that industry 

experts felt was long overdue. This 

year he received the Newton 

Memorial Music Scholarship to study 

his Masters at Stellenbosch 

University.

[Behind the Selfie] with... 

Lucy Worsley
LEIGH ANDREWS

The science of baking
DANETTE BREITENBACH

[Biz Takeouts Lineup] 

158: The Bookmarks 

Awards and Premier 

Hotels & Resorts

Afrikaans speakers prefer 

to read 'in die taal'
DAYA COETZEE

Cassandra Wilson and 

Sheila E. to join all-star 

line-up at the 17th Cape 

Town International Jazz 

Festival

J. Walter Thompson 

promotes Paul Grater to 

managing partner, Cape 

Town

Just pause
CHRIS MIDGLEY

Kaya FM Family Day 

brought to you by KFC

New Media paints New 

York gold

Sunu directs charming 

new Bakers ad

[21 Icons Season 3] Kyle 

Shepherd

Driving for change with 

Son

 SOUTH AFRICA MARKETING & MEDIA PR & COMMUNICATIONSSEARCH ADVERTISE SUBMIT CONTACT SIGN IN

Page 2 of 7Kyle Shepherd | 21 Icons Season 3

2015/11/25http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/137761.html



About the portrait

For the portrait 'Making It Up', Van 

Wyk describes the visual elements, 

"Shot in Shepherd's studio at his 

grandmother's home in Cape Town's 

Grassy Park, Kyle is pictured playing 

the Grand Piano that he uses when 

composing his music. Seated before 

the instrument - his eyes shut - his 

reflection in the polished wood is 

caught in frame. The resulting image 

is one that imagines a musician and 

his instrument as one."

On the future of South Africa, he 

comments, "Opportunity that comes 

in the form of a silver spoon is gone 

which is a good thing. You just have 

to do the work. There are no short 

cuts. You've got to do the work and 

be committed to your craft - that's it!" 

he says. 

View the video

About 21 Icons 

Season 3

The short film-series documents the 

conversations between Gary Van 

Wyk as the photographer and 

filmmaker and the icons. Each short 

film provides insight into both the 

subject and photographer's creative 

approach to the portrait.

Behind each portrait lies a carefully 

planned concept that captures not 

only the essence of each icon 

visually, but also in spirit and in terms 

of their unique legacy. 
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›

Season three of 21 ICONS South 

Africa is proudly sponsored by 

Mercedes-Benz South Africa.

Social media:

21 Icons engages with the public 

through:

Twitter: @21Icons

Website: http://www.21icons.com

Mobisite: www.21icons.com

Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/21Icons

Pinterest: 

http://www.pinterest.com/21ICONS/

iTunes App Store: 

http://tinyurl.com/lf3cfzm

Google Play: 

http://tinyurl.com/ovtcy45

Posted on 25 Nov 2015 12:01

‹

Comment

Read more: 21 ICONS, 21 icons 

season 3, future of a nation

RELATED

 SOUTH AFRICA MARKETING & MEDIA PR & COMMUNICATIONSSEARCH ADVERTISE SUBMIT CONTACT SIGN IN

Page 4 of 7Kyle Shepherd | 21 Icons Season 3

2015/11/25http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/137761.html



Enter email
Enter email

Invite
Tell a friend about us

Programmatic 

buying 

unpacked

BY 

GRAEME 

STILES

[Behind 

the 

Selfie] 

with... 

Lucy 

Worsley

BY LEIGH 

ANDREWS

Twitter 

share 

counts 

a big 

fat 

zero?

Cassandra 

Wilson 

and 

Sheila 

E. to 

join 

all-

star 

line-

up at 

the 

17th 

Cape 

Town 

International 

Jazz 

Festival

ISSUED 

BY 

ESPAFRIKA

NEWS

SHOW MORE

Subscribe
Receive free email 

newsletter

Make 

us your 

homepage

Add 

us to your 

favorites

RSS 

feed

Get 

biz on 

your 

phone

Follow 

us

News

Articles

News by industry

Company news

Cartoons

Events

In briefs

Galleries

Newsletter archive

Ornico ad showcase

Reviews

Trends

Community

Companies

Contributors

Portfolio showcases

Forums

Jobs

Jokes

Noticeboards

People

Polls

Social media

Submit

News

Company

Job ad

Op-ed contribution

Portfolio showcase

New business

New appointment

Event listing

Gallery

Noticeboard

MyBiz Account

Home

My company listing

My job ads

My newsfeed

MyBiz CV

MyBiz Favourites

MyBiz Profile

Subscribe to news

My newsletters

Customise 

newsletters

Advertise

Product overview

Website

Newsletters

Press offices

Recruitment

Special products

Download ratecard

Contact us

Bizcommunity

About us

Contact us

Send us news

Our Biz Press Office

Follow us

Feedback

Join us

 SOUTH AFRICA MARKETING & MEDIA PR & COMMUNICATIONSSEARCH ADVERTISE SUBMIT CONTACT SIGN IN

Page 5 of 7Kyle Shepherd | 21 Icons Season 3

2015/11/25http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/137761.html



ADSL & Web hosting proudly provided by Afrihost. All rights reserved. © 2015. Bizcommunity.com, 

its sponsors, contributors and advertisers disclaim all liability for any loss, damage, injury or expense 

that might arise from the use of, or reliance upon, the services contained herein. Privacy policy, 

Terms of Use, PAIA.

FOCUS

RADIO 

SHOW

All Marketing & 

Media

Advertising

Branding

Cinema

CRM

CSI

Design

Digital

Direct Marketing

Education

Entrepreneurship

Events & 

Conferencing

Exhibitions

Magazines

Marketing

Media

Mobile

Newspapers

Online Media

OOH

PR & 

Communications

Printing

Production

Promotions

Publishing

Radio

Recruitment

Research

Retail

Sales

Social Media

Sponsorship

TV

Youth Marketing

Communications

Digital Marketing

Content Marketing

Biz Takeouts 

Show

 SOUTH AFRICA MARKETING & MEDIA PR & COMMUNICATIONSSEARCH ADVERTISE SUBMIT CONTACT SIGN IN

Page 6 of 7Kyle Shepherd | 21 Icons Season 3

2015/11/25http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/137761.html



SPECIAL 

SECTIONS

Loeries Creative 
Week

Bookmarks

Pendoring

Prism

Cannes Lions

Design Indaba

Media 
freedom/R2K

BizTrends

Page 7 of 7Kyle Shepherd | 21 Icons Season 3

2015/11/25http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/137761.html


