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Jolynn Minnaar —“We have to be active citizens and participate in our democracy. It needs
young people’s voices. It needs our participation.” LATEST PRESS RELEASE

On 29 November 2015 on SABC 3 at 19h27, the acclaimed short-film series 21 ICONS will

. ) . . . > Water Research Commissi...
feature the 13th icon of its third season: 27-year-old, award-winning documentary filmmaker
and anti-fracking activist, Jolynn Minnaar, who tracked her own journey across the US to > Hunter Germany: Internatio...

investigate the effects of fracking. > Woof &M P
00t eow — Fawsome...

The 21 ICONS short-film will showcase how the young, inquisitive girl from the Karoo

. . o . . > Kyle Dodd crowned African...
became the acclaimed director of the groundbreaking film ‘Unearthed’ that aims to unite
South Africans against the exploitation of the Karoo. It traces how she transitioned from > Dental Technology breakth...
documenting events to changing them through direct involvement in her film. The episode

will repeat the next day at 17h57 on the same channel.

21 ICONS traces South Africa’s history over the course of its three seasons, moving from PRESS RELEASECATEGORIES
the fight for freedom to the country’s growth during democracy, and concluding with a vision
of the future. This season has been envisaged as a tribute to the country’s future, shedding Press ReleaseCategories

the spotlight on young South African icons. Select Category ll

For this reason, young South African talent Gary van Wyk (34) has stepped up as principal
photographer for the third season. Adrian Steirn, who conceived the project, continues his
involvement as one of the photographers capturing the behind-the-scenes images.

Minnaar has been selected for 21 ICONS South Africa Season lll for ‘Unearthed’ that was
written, directed and shot by her alone and received critical acclaim at the Sheffield
International Documentary Film Festival, winning the coveted Green Award for her work.

She has also been chosen for her work in the fracking arena where she works with several
community coalitions from the Karoo and throughout Africa as well as her associations with
international grassroots organisations to undercover the darker side of the fracking industry.
Through the establishment of the ‘Voices of the Karoo’ campaign, she seeks to readdress
this imbalance and ensure that the voices of citizens in the poor, rural area are heard.

On her selection as an icon she says, “In essence, I'm a young South African storyteller
eager to see a better tomorrow for my country. If | can do that using film and photography I'll
be very happy. Film is an incredible way to contribute to the world — you can effect social
change and impact people’s lives.”

In 2011, after graduating with distinction from the University of Cape Town with a triple
major BA degree in Film, Media and Media Production, Minnaar specialised in
cinematography and editing at AFDA, the South African School of Motion Picture Medium
and Live Performance.

She works as a director, photographer and cinematographer as well as communications
strategist in the local film and media industry.

Minnaar tells Van Wyk that there are great responsibilities that come with being a
documentary filmmaker, “It's a powerful medium, and very persuasive. You have to work
with integrity. | will always be a filmmaker who will have sleepless nights if | know | didn't
spend that day committed to the truth.”
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mE ma | Commenting on her early days growing up in the Karoo she says, “I've always had a really

interesting relationship with the Karoo — at first | couldn’t get out of there fast enough, and
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Avouus When news first surfaced that multinational companies were interested in a potential shale

* SmeitSﬁJ%mitLR gas reserve beneath the Karoo, she discovered that the local communities have been
NoticeBoard largely sidelined or secluded from the debate. The motion picture investigates fracking and
Contact us its harmful effects in North America in order to understand what this new method of gas
Privacy Policy extraction could mean for the semi-arid Karoo and other countries, which are considering its
T&C implementation.
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