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Karoo born and bred documentary filmmaker, Jolynn Minnaar, burst into the spotlight through her 
acclaimed work on fracking, that tracked her journey across the U.S. exploring the real impact of the 
mining technique.

The documentary is called Unearthed and has received critical acclaim across the globe, including 
receiving the Green Award at the Sheffield International Documentary Film Festival, and, more 
recently, it has been included in the South African government’s research paper on fracking.

“We have to be active citizens and participate in our democracy. It needs 
young people’s voices. It needs our participation.”

Awards and Accolades:
• 2014 ? Glamour Women on the Year: The Change Agent
• 2014 ? Best South African Film – Audience Award
• 2014 ? Won the coveted Green Award at the Sheffield International Documentary Film Festival
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“Every single South African is in a position to help someone else; that’s the 
way that we’re going to deepen democracy. Everyone needs to contribute.”

Page 3 of 8Jolynn Minnaar - Internationally Acclaimed Documentary Filmmaker - 21 Icons - Do...

2015/12/02http://www.dontparty.co.za/people/jolynn-minnaar-internationally-acclaimed-docume...



—

About the Portrait – ‘Consider This’
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‘Consider This’ ? Surrounded by multiple beds of fire, Minnaar is photographed in a quarry in 
Durbanville, standing defiantly amongst the flames. A reference to one of the harmful side-effects of 
fracking – where flammable methane gas infiltrates public water systems – Minnaar is imagined as 
the tireless protector of the land she inhabits, and a documentary filmmaker who will walk through the 
fire to uncover the truth.

ALSO READ Michaela Mycroft - Disability Activist, Student, Dancer - 21 Icons
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Experience more Icons

21 Icons behind the scenes is on SABC every Sunday from 6 September at 19:27. Alternatively 
follow their movements on Facebook and Instagram.

Or check out the 21 Icons Dont Party feature.

share this post on

Follow me
Alex Wright

Alex is an experienced digital analyst with a flavour for modern politics. His 

work stretches through to the foundation of Dont Party and a few other 

creative movements.
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Read more on Dont Party?

An Interview with Eagles of Death Metal post the Paris Attacks
Woolworths to remove the ‘Death Queues’ completely – No More Sugar on Checkout
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Kyle Shepherd – Internationally Acclaimed Mu... 
21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 12: Kyle Shepherd "I was around 15 / 16 when I became really 
serious about music almost serious in an unhealthy way for...

Phindile Sithole-Spong – HIV activist and ed... 
Winner of multiple awards and featured as one of TIME Magazine’s Next Generation Leaders, 
Phindile is an aids activist and founder of 'Rebranding ...

Ashley Uys – Entrepreneur and Life Saving Sc... 
21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 8: Ashley Uys  Ashley Uys is a visionary, entrepreneur, scientist and 
life-saver. Using his business sense a...

Michaela Mycroft – Disability Activist, Stud... 
21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 7: Michaela Mycroft "A lot of people refer to me as a disability 
activist, I don't see myself that way - I focus on the...

Ludwick Marishane – Young Entrepreneur and I... 
21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 6: Ludwick Marishane -- “Success is the ability to pursue your own 
challenge, to focus only on that challenge.” Ludwi...

Thato Kgatlhanye, Social Entrepreneur and Academic... 
"As much as it feels like I'm walking a tightrope everyday - rather that than be the person who's 
looking up at the person walking the tightrope" L...

Laduma Ngxokolo, Taking Traditional to Modern Inte... 
 21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 5: Laduma Ngxokolo From humble beginnings with a R150 sowing 
machine, Laduma's internationally showcased brand 'MAXH...

Catherine Constantinides: Former Miss Earth and Cl... 
21 Icons Season 3 – Episode 4: Catherine Constantinides “We can each be a building block to the 
kind of South Africa we believe is possible if we a...
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