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STAMP OF APPROVAL:

Photographer Adrian Steirn shows Nelson

Mandela the photograph on his iPad

Mandela
leads in

21 icons

project

Photographer pays tribute
to leading South Africans
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THE portrait of Nelson Mandela
we publish today to kick off the
21 Icons South Africa project
almost did not happen. It is the
brainchild of photographer
Adrian Steirn, an Australian
photographer and filmmaker
now living in Cape Town.

The idea came while he was
watching a documentary on
boxing legend Muhammad Ali,
and wondered what it must have
been like to document Ali’s ca-
reer at its peak. “As a pho-
tographer, I wished I was there
to photograph him,” said Steirn.

Then he thought of living
South Africans doing amazing
things — and this sparked

the idea that resulted in the 21
Icons project, which celebrates
the achievements of 21 South
Africans in both'the country and
the world.

Steirn never thought he would
meet Mandela, but after the for-
mer president’s family saw and
fell in love with the project
(granddaughter Swati Dlamini
worked on it), they showed it to
Mandela, who decided he want-
ed to be part of it.

Mandela’s portrait is a reflec-
tion of his face in a mirror —
looking at the world as the world
looks at him. “Nelson Mandela
has come to symbolise hope for
many South Africans,” said
Steirn. “He is a man whose life
and principles have captured

the imagination of the world. I
wanted to shoot a portrait that
reflected his legacy — a legacy
that we can all carry into the
future by sharing his integrity
and belief that a bright future
lies ahead.”

Steirn asked Madiba to hold
the mirror and look into it as if
reflecting on his life. “And when
you look at the portrait, I hope
the viewer is prompted to reflect
on his legacy and on our future,”
he said.

Steirn travelled to Mandela’s
home in Qunu, Eastern Cape, for
the shoot. In the film accom-
panying the portrait, Mandela
says he never thought he would
be released from jail, but one
day prison officials came to him

MIRROR IMAGE: Mandela prepares for his photo shoot. On the left is Kgagare Meme, who m

and told him: “Mandela, you can
go home.”

For his portrait of FW de
Klerk, Steirn managed to per-
suade him to sit barefoot in a
yoga position, something that is,
according to the former state
president, “against my nature”.

Archbishop Emeritus Des-
mond Tutu dances with a tutu as

| wanted to
shoot a portrait
that reflected
his legacy — a
legacy that we
can all carry
into the future

he shares his experiences.
Steirn chose the pose because
“the world needs another Tutu”.

One of the leaders of the 1956
Women’s March, Sophia
Williams de Bruyn, who is also
one of the icons, describes the
project as a portrait of “men and
women of integrity, but unique
in their own way”.

The Sunday Times will pub-
lish a poster of one of the leg-
ends each week for the duration
of the project, and SABC3 will
air a three-minute film each
Sunday, starting tonight.

Look out for portraits of De
Klerk, Tutu, De Bruyn and
Greenpeace  activist
Naidoo in the weeks ahead.

The project was completed
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earlier this' month after four
years of hard work. Steirn de-
scribed it as a “collection” —not
a “selection” — of the most
amazing South Africans. He
stressed it was not a definitive
list and did not rank the in-
dividuals. Next year’s collection
will centre on emerging icons
and 2015’s collection will feature
youth icons.

Steirn had to sell his house to
fund the project when no fund-
ing came through at the be-
ginning.

He also convinced other pho-
tographers to leave their jobs to
join him on the project.

“I had no money to pay them,
but they jumped on board.”

He described the project as

%

nages the Mandela home in Qunu, with Steirn in the background and team member Damon Hyland
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Find your Nelson Mandela
poster in your copy of the
Sunday Times today and
watch the three-minute
Mandela film at 6.57pm
on SABC3 tonight

“tough and eémotional” and the
greatest journey of his life.

The portraits will be auc-
tioned and all the proceeds will
go to charity.

Dlamini said: “21 Icons pays
tribute to my grandfather’s
legacy and inspires others to
carry it forward.”

Minister of Arts and Culture
Paul Mashatile, whose depart-
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ment is supporting the project,
said it fitted in well with its work
to promote social cohesion, na-
tion-building and healing.

Sunday Times editor Phylicia
Oppelt said: “This is a visually
stunning tribute to 21 people
who made a significant contri-
bution to South Africa and its
standing in the world. For all the
difficulties that South- Africa
faces today, this campaign re-
minds us that it is possible to
overcome huge challenges with
dignity, courage and compas-
sion. The campaign inspires us
to follow the example of these
icons.”

Mercedes-Benz, Nikon, Sappi
and Deloitte are among the
Sponsors.
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FW de Klerk sitting in the lotus position for the 21 Icons South Africa project
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A MAN AT PEACE: Adrian Steirn takes a portrait of
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Gays pedal
with pride
in Vietham

HUNDREDS of people will
pedal through Hanoi on bi-
cycles this weekend to mark
Vietnam’s second gay pride
parade.

The scale of events across
Vietnam reflects wider ac-
ceptance of debate on les-
bian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender issues in several
Southeast Asian countries.

Just a few years ago in
Vietnam, the only represen-
tation of gay people in the
media was of petty criminals
and prostitutes.

Now, training for journal-
ists and campaigns are chal-
lenging those negative
stereotypes.

Despite some speculation
that Vietnam could become
the first country in South-
east Asia to legalise same-
sex marriage, it was not in-
cluded in a recently ap-
proved proposal on revi-
sions to the Marriage and
Family Law. However, the
draft does remove the article
banning such unions. —
Sapa




