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Albie Sachs - "I'm proud of our flag ... It represents the triumph of humanity, the will to

find a common basis for living together in one country."

ICONS South Africa features the first icon in the

acclaimed series 21 ICONS season two, Albie Sachs,

former judge of the Constitutional Court. Sachs talks

about his role in drafting the Constitution and why it

matters to South Africa while the series aims to highlight

the lives and work of men and women who, uniquely and

undeniably, have shaped the world as we know it.

21 ICONS is an annual collection of unique narrative

portraits and short films by Adrian Steirn, who is one of

Africa's pre-eminent photographers and filmmakers.

Steirn comments, "I've met many people whose stories

are incredibly powerful - it's a true privilege to discover more about the human spirit

and share these individuals personal accounts, their positive character traits and their

propensity to influence and shape perceptions and transform societal norms for the

better, impacting the communities around them."

For the portrait, Sachs stands on a rock against the background of a dramatic, grey

sky as depicted by filmmaker and founder of the project, Adrian Steirn. 

The 21 ICONS South Africa portrait of Albie Sachs will be sold at a charity auction

later in the year and Sachs has nominated The Constitutional Court Trust, which owns

and maintains an extraordinary collection of artworks donated by prominent artists

and other benefactors to celebrate the Court's role in the transition to democracy, as

the recipient of the funds.

In an evocative symmetry, he holds in his left hand a billowing South African flag,

while the sleeve of his right arm flaps emptily to the side. Adrian Steirn says that the

portrait, with Sachs looking up at his country's flag, was conceptualised to reflect his

sacrifice, forgiveness and dedication to upholding justice, as well as his commitment

to a democratic South Africa.

Sachs doesn't see the loss of his arm - an injury

he sustained when his anti-Apartheid activities

saw him became a victim of a car bomb attack -

as a disability. To the contrary, in an intimate

conversation with Steirn: "Losing my arm was

part of a journey that brought great happiness to

me ... and led to a world where my seven-year-

old son won't have to fight the way we had to

fight."

For Sachs, growing up in a home where both

parents were politically active, fighting was

perhaps inevitable - although he's quick to say

that his fight was never against racism; rather, it was for human beings. "My mother

was a typist for Moses Kutani, a leader in the African community. She used to say to
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us, 'tidy up, tidy up, Uncle Moses is coming'. And it wasn't Moses Cohen or Moses

Rabinowitz, it was Moses Kutani. So the respect for the African man was strong, it

was there right from the beginning. So was the sense that if the world and the society

in which we grew up didn't acknowledge that ordinary respect, there was something

wrong with that society. It had to change. From my earliest days, it was about

respecting human beings for what they are." Sachs adds that, as a child, his parents

wrote him a letter encouraging him to commit to the struggle; an incident that went on

to shape his life.

In the short film, he recalls that when he

was very young when he became aware

that if you wish for a world better than

the one you're living in, something is

very wrong. Not that the world he grew

up in was a bad one: he has wonderful

memories of growing up near Cape

Town's beaches, and of being

surrounded by a vibrant, loving

community - all of whom happened to

be staunchly anti-Apartheid.

Nonetheless, it was only when Sachs was in his second year at the University of

Cape Town that he put his ideologies to action. Until then, he admits to being entirely

apolitical: "I didn't even know who to vote for in the student elections". He spent his

time playing cricket, climbing mountains and writing poetry - until the day his mother

told him he should attend a lecture by poet Uys Krige. "People always ask me why I

bought culture into politics ... actually, it was the other way around." 

Sachs explains that, after being introduced by Krige to the works of Lorca and

Neruda, everything came together for him. "I was ready for action ... and a few months

later I was sitting on a bench marked 'non-whites only' as Sachs' anti-Apartheid

activities saw him imprisoned in solitary confinement twice like fellow ICONS, Nelson

Mandela and Ahmed Kathrada of Season I series, and ultimately exiled, first in

London and then Mozambique. 

And then, in 1988, came the car bomb

that would change his life. In addition to

his arm, the bomb took the sight in one

eye - and yet, Sachs insists that the

event "brought back an energy and

vitality and rightness", and that even if he

could, he wouldn't return to the way he

was. Nor does he resent the people who

tortured him: his philosophy is that living

with rage eats you up. 

"You live with a sense of transcendence, of getting beyond, of transformation and it

elevates you, and it makes it possible for you to live with a sense, not of immunity,

but with a sense of dignity and pride. And you're not waiting for retaliation, you're not

in the world of hit and hit back. We are in the world of looking in the eyes of the other

and seeing the possibilities that human beings have, of bringing about real change,"

Sachs says. 

He brought this spirit to life as one of the authors of the Constitution and a

Constitutional Court judge; a role he says "was part of dreams, of our destiny, of our

life, of our thinking".

Although he balks at the idea of iconoclasm, there's no doubt that he is a global icon

for human rights: the recent recipient of Taiwan's inaugural Tang Prize for rule of law,

he also holds the Academy of Achievement Golden Plate Award and the

Reconciliation Award. An acclaimed author and two-time recipient of the Alan Paton

Award, Sachs is also a patron of the arts, having selected the art for the

Constitutional Court. 

Season two of 21 ICONS South Africa is proudly sponsored by Mercedes-Benz South

Africa, Momentum Asset Management, Nikon, Deloitte and the Department of Arts

and Culture. 

Former Constitutional Court judge and anti-Apartheid

activist, Albie Sachs, talks to filmmaker Adrian Steirn

during a portrait sitting about the meaning of fairness and

democracy, as well as his role in ensuring these values

21 ICONS South Africa is an annual collection of

photographs and short films of South Africans who have

ENQUIRE ABOUT A

COMPANY PRESS

OFFICE

 Entries open for Legal Journalist of
the Year

MORE ARTICLES  SUBMIT NEWS

SUBSCRIBE TO INDUSTRY NEWSLETTERS

EMAIL ADDRESS HERE >

TOP STORIES

MORE TOP STORIES...  SUBMIT NEWS

CONTRIBUTORS

MORE...  SUBMIT CONTRIBUTION

PRESS OFFICES

SELECT A PRESS OFFICE

CATEGORY

Nono Matuwane joins P and P as

senior account manager

P AND P COMMUNICATIONS

21 Icons launches season two

GRAPEVINE COMMUNICATIONS

Stop damaging your personal

brand!

BRANDING AND MARKETING YOU

More memories of #BlueMoon25

BLUE MOON CORPORATE

COMMUNICATIONS

The JSE lends its financial muscle

to messaging

JANINE LAZARUS MEDIA

CONSULTANCY

#Creativity

GREY

Local tech PR agency wins global

award for collaboration

DUO MARKETING

New appointments: Njabulo

Mbatha

THEGRIND PR

Africa part of biggest ever global

PR measurement conference

ORNICO

SA PR firm named best agency in

Africa at SABRE Awards

ENQUIRE ABOUT A PRESS OFFICE

Most commented

A saga in three chapters

Playboy 'has played' Icasa

DA 'shames' Motsoeneng, SABC

The awesome power of an apology

DA's bid to oust Motsoeneng in court today

Can magazines survive?

O, The Oprah Magazine, SA edition to close

Why is radio advertising so damn dismal?

South African PR practitioners can learn a lot from
international PR professionals

LIFESTYLE TOP STORIES

[ICONS of South Africa - season
2]: Albie Sachs

Hlaudi has Faith

SAARF-RAMS March 2014 - July
2014

PR 2014 - suffocating or liberating?
ULAYSHA SUKHU

Most read

http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=161821
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=273
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=167153
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=173514
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=362
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=173766
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=160945
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=173915
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=499
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/News.aspx?i=129674
http://www.bizcommunity.com/AdvertisingRates-pressoffice.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/BizSocialMedia.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/AboutRSS.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/BizSocialMedia.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/BizSocialMedia.html
http://www.linkedin.com/company/bizcommunity.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/ZABizcommunity
https://plus.google.com/+bizcommunity/
http://instagram.com/bizcommunity
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/Bizcommunity.com
http://www.bizcommunity.com/InBrief/196/15/9926.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Articles/196/18.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitNews.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/196/11.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitNews.aspx?l=196&c=669
http://www.bizcommunity.com/ContributorArticles/196/18.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/65092.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117724.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/PandPCommunications
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117491.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/GrapevineCommunications
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/116804.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/BrandingandMarketingYOU
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/116670.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/ListCompany.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117847.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/90/117601.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/117432.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/117751.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/33/117523.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/15/117706.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/11/117059.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/11/116663.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/11/116605.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/11/117680.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117847.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/117836.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/19/117804.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117847.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/117836.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/19/117804.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117376.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/UlayshaSukhu
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117847.html


8/21/2014 [ICONS of South Africa - season 2]: Albie Sachs

http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117847.html 3/4

NEXT

more options

 
BizLike

 
Bookmark

 
Email

 
Print

reached the pinnacle of achievement in their fields of

endeavour. These men and women have been an

inspiration through their extraordinary social contribution.
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The short film-series documents the conversations

between Steirn as the photographer and filmmaker and

the icons. Each short film provides insight into both the

subject and photographer's creative approach to the portrait.

Social Media:

21 Icons engages with the public through:

Twitter: @21Icons

Website: http://www.21icons.com

Mobisite: www.21icons.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/21Icons

Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/21ICONS/

iTunes App Store: http://tinyurl.com/lf3cfzm

Google Play: http://tinyurl.com/ovtcy45

BACK  

1 1     

 

Your message...

HAVE YOUR SAY!

 

Post as: Your real name

 Subscribe to replies on my comment by email

 Subscribe to all comments by email

 

 COMMENT 

Comment guidelines and disclaimer

Read more: Albie Sachs, 21 Icons South Africa, Adrian Steirn

21 Icons launches season two
[ISSUED BY GRAPEVINE COMMUNICATIONS] 13 Aug 2014

Albie Sachs awarded prestigious Tang Prize
[MELISSA JANE COOK] 24 Jun 2014

[ICONS of South Africa]: Nelson Mandela 4 Dec 2013

Sunday Times launches 21 icons with collectable

photo-portrait of Madiba 24 Jul 2013

Mercedes-Benz South Africa contributes to nation-

building project 23 Jul 2013

MORE...

MORE LIFESTYLE TOP STORIES...  SUBMIT NEWS

SUBMIT NEWS

Bizcommunity has over 400 industry contributors and w e

alw ays w elcome further contributions and contributors.

ADVERTISE WITH US

Advertise & Rates My Account

Company press off ice List company

Recruitment packages Submit job ad

DOWNLOAD RATECARD

Thrilling Rover
DANIEL DERCKSEN

Tribute to South African music
heroes

A guest house fit for a Sir
EVAN-LEE COURIE

BACK TO TOP

RELATED NEWS TOP STORIES MOST READ MOST COMMENTED

http://www.bizcommunity.com/196/18.html
http://www.twitter.com/21Icons
http://www.21icons.com/
http://www.21icons.com/
http://www.facebook.com/21Icons
http://www.pinterest.com/21ICONS/
http://tinyurl.com/lf3cfzm
http://tinyurl.com/ovtcy45
http://www.sharethis.com/share?publisher=54869764-0f12-4063-99cd-a49c07279e8a&url=http%3a%2f%2fbizcom.to%2f1%2f2ixj&title=%5bICONS+of+South+Africa+-+season+2%5d%3a+Albie+Sachs&img=http%3a%2f%2fcdn.biz-file.com%2fc%2f1408%2f220945.jpg&summary=Albie+Sachs+-+%22I%27m+proud+of+our+flag+...+It+represents+the+triumph+of+humanity%2c+the+will+to+find+a+common+basis+for+living+together+in+one+country.%22
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Tag/Albie%20Sachs
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Tag/21%20Icons%20South%20Africa
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Tag/Adrian%20Steirn
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/18/117491.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/GrapevineCommunications
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/546/115181.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Search.aspx?l=196&c=546&s=Melissa%20Jane%20Cook
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/655/104295.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/90/97177.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/562/97083.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitNews.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/f/pdf/BizcommunityRatecard.pdf
http://www.bizcommunity.com/196/427.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitNews.aspx?l=196&c=669
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/423/65092.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/AdvertisingRates.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/MyAccount/Home.aspx
http://www.bizcommunity.com/AdvertisingPressOffice.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/ListCompany.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/AdvertisingRecruitment.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitJob.aspx?l=196&c=18
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/482/117854.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/480/117835.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/529/117813.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/482/117854.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/DanielDercksen_1
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/480/117835.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/529/117813.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/Evan-LeeCourie
http://www.bizcommunity.com/RelatedContent/196/18/ct-1/i-117847.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/196/18.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/MostReadArticles/196/18.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/MostCommentedArticles/196/18.html

